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NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No.: Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-221833 

Examiner's Notice Date: September 9, 2004 

Examiner: Hajime SUZUKI 9847 5D00 

Attorney for Patent Applicant: Takehiko SUZUYE (other six attorneys) 

Applied Sections and Paragraphs: Section 29, Paragraph 2 and Section 36 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion 
about the rejection must be filed within 60 DAYS of the mailing date hereof. 

REASONS 

1 . The invention is unpatentable under Section 29 (2) of the 
Patent Law, as being such that the invention could easily have 
been made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of the invention described in the 
following publication(s) distributed in Japan or a foreign counter 
prior to this application or the invention made available to the 
public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or a 
foreign counter prior to this application. 

REMARKS (REFER TO REFERENCES CITED BELOW) 

- Claims 1 to 21 

- References 1 to 5 and the like 

- Remark: 

In reference 1 (refer to paragraphs 0005 to 0006, 0083 to 0084, 
and 0088 or the like); reference 2 (refer to paragraphs 0005 to 0006, 
0093 to 0094, and 0098 or the like); reference 3 (refer to paragraph 
0001 or the like); and reference 4 (refer to paragraph 0009 or the like), 
there are described an optical disk device in which, when an access is 
provided to a vicinity of a boundary between a record region and an 
unrecorded region, seeking is performed for a position which is slightly 
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in front of a boundary position rather than a target position, and the 
target position is reached, thereby avoiding entry to the unrecorded 
region. 

In particular, in references 1 and 2, there are explicitly described 
that it is desirable to perform seeding so that the unrecorded region is 
not included when an access operation is made. It would have been 
readily conceivable to one skilled in the art to provide an access so that 
the unrecorded region is not included in an apparatus for recording and 
reproducing an optical disk having a plurality of record layers as well. 

In addition, in respect of claims 7, 17, and 19, in reference 5 
(refer to paragraphs 0023 and 0033), there is described that, in the case 
where it is detected that an unrecorded region is included, it is returned 
back to a record region. 

2. The descriptions of the specification and accompanying 
drawings of the present application fail to satisfy the requirements 
prescribed under Section 36, Paragraph 4 and Paragraph 6, 
Subsection 2 of the Japanese Patent Law in the following 
respect(s). 

Remarks 

In claims 6 and 16, there are recited that "when it is detected 
that the unrecorded region is present in a currently accessed first record 
layer, and that the target position is present in a second record layer 
which is different from the first record layer, an access is provided to the 
target position after inter-layer jumping to the second record layer 
without moving the optical head to the first record layer". However, it is 
unclear as to what association between the above operation and 
"avoiding the unrecorded region" exists and as to what technical 
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significant is. 

In addition, from the above recitation, it is deemed that, in the 
case where a target position is present in the second record layer and in 
the case where the unrecorded region is present in the first record layer, 
a inter-layer jump is performed irrespective of whether or not the 
interlayer jumped destination is the unrecorded region. Therefore, it is 
deemed that the recitation does not agree with "avoiding the unrecorded 
region" of claim 1 . 

If a new reason for rejection is noticed, a further Official Action 
will be issued. 

References Cited: 

1. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2001-126270 

2. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2000-331353 

3. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 10-134364 

4. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2000-048378 

5. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 06-290469 

Prior Art Search Report 

- Searched Field IPC seventh edition G1 1 B7/08 - 7/085 

The result of this prior art search does not constitute the reasons for 
rejection. 

If there is any inquiry concerning the contents of this Official Notice of 
Reasons for Rejection or if there is any request for interview, please contact 
the following: 

Hajime SUZUKI, Information Recording, Patent Examination Department 4 
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Tel: 03 (3581) 1 101 Ext. 3550 

Fax: 03(3501)0715 
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